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WITH HEAVENWARD ASPIRATIONS, 

AND IN BEHALF OF 

FILIAL GRATITUDE AND CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY, 

WHICH HAVE ERECTED THIS BEAUTIFUL TEMPLE, 

WE DO SOLEMNLY 

DEDICATE IT 

TO THE MfNISTRY OF 

FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY, 

CONSECRATING IT TO THE WORSHIP OF GOD, OUR FATHER, 
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST, OUR REDEEMER, 

ANP OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT OF TRUTH. 
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DEDICATION SERVICES. 



HE Universalist " Peirce Memorial Church" at 
Dover, New Hampshire, was solemnly conse- 
crated to the service of God on Thursday even- 
ing, the I ith of January, 1883. It was a day that will long 
be memorable in the annals of the Parish. The ceremonies 
were so largely attended by the members of this congrega- 
tion and by friends from abroad, and the services were 
so deeply interesting to those who participated in them, 
not only on account of the attractiveness which always 
surrounds such occasions, but more especially from the 
peculiarly tender associations which cluster about this 
House of God, — a monument of filial love and devotion — 
that in response to many requests it has been determined 
to preserve the record of the services in permanent form, 
so that, in the words of the sweet Singer of Israel, " the 
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generation to come might know them, even the childreil 
which should l^e born ; who should arise and declare them 
to their children ; that they might set their hope in God." 

The exercises opened with a Voluntary on the organ, 
by Miss Lottie Haynes, of Dover, followed by the anthem, 
which was rendered in a most excellent and impressive 
manner, by the choir of the Unitarian Church, who had 
kindly offered their services for the evening. 







ANTHEM. 



"PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD." 



sHE voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made 
low. 

The crooked shall he made straight, and the rough places plain : 
And the glory of the Lord shall he revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 
The voice said. Cry ! What shall I cry .' 

All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower 
that is in the field : 

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth : hut the Word of our 
God shall .stand forever, Amen, 



INVOCATION. 



BY REV. W. R. G. MELLEN. 



THOU infinite Spirit, whom the heaven, and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain, but who con- 
descendest to dwell in temples reared by human 
hands, and delightest to make Thy dwelling'-place in every 
humble and loving human soul, come now and fill this new 
temple with Thine awful yet gracious presence, and fill our 
htarts with a profound consciousness of Thine indwelling 
Spirit and tender love. All things are Thine, whether the 
products of the wood and the field, or the achievements of 
human industry and skill ; and to Thee would we consecrate 
all. liut in a very special manner and degree would we 
consecrate the houses we rear, and the shrines we set up" 
for Thy worship. And how, () God, can we appropriately 



INVOCATION. 



do this without Thine assistance and blessing. Assembled 
here to consecrate this fair structure to Thy service, which 
is equally the service of man, we do invoke Thy presence 
and quickening influence, that it may be the offering of our 
hearts far more than of our hands ; and that while we give 
this house — the monument of filial love — to Thy service, 
ourselves may b^ consecrated anew, and far more complete- 
ly to high thinking, and noble living, and' thus to the pro- 
motion of Thy kingdom in the earth. Amen. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 



BY DR. T. H. SMITH. 
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BRIEF mention of the history of UniversaHsm 
in Dover for the iast fifty years may not be inap- 
propriate on this occasion. 
The first record of any organized action for the estabhsh- 
ment of regular preaching is contained in the subscription 
paper, which I have in my possession, dated Dover, Oct. 
17, 1826. The object of the paper was to invite the Rev. 
Jacob Wood who preached UniversaHsm, to settle with 
them, and, in the words of the paper, " to test the generos- 
ity of those who profess to be friendly to his sentiments." 
It appears they were successful, as seventy-five names were 
signed to it, pledging different sums for his support, as 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH. I 1 

Pastor of the First Society of Universalists in Dover and. 
Somersworth. It may be of interest to many of the Society, 
especially to its older members, to learn the names of some 
of those who had the independence to openly espouse the 
cause, and brave the prejudice and bigotry of that early 
period: — John Chase, Andrew Peirce, Jr. (the father of 
Thomas W. Peirce), Saniuel C. Stevens, Andrew Steele, 
David Wilson, Mark Noble, John Smiley, Wm. B. Smith, 
Charles Stavers, Benj. Wiggin, George Gray, Geo. Young, 
W. T. Prescott, John T. Gibbs, Abram Folsom, Nathaniel 
Tebbetts, Robert Perkins, Bartholomew^ Wentworth, Nath'l 
Ham, Hall Wentworth, Lucius Everett, Joseph Young, 
Rufus Flagg, and David Peirce. 

The Clerk and Treasurer's book, kept by Samuel C. 
Stevens, shows that the Society, as thus organized, kept up 
regular services until April i8, 1828, nearly three years. 
In 1832, four years after, when I removed to Dover, 1 
found no Society in active operation. In a year or two, 1 
think in 1835, regular meetings were held in Bellevue Hall, 
and the Society once more revived its organization, and 
took upon itself new life, and continued regular services 
under the pastorate of Rev. Joseph P. Atkinson, until 1836, 
when the Society suspended regular meetings and resolved 
to build a house of worship as the best means to enhance 
its prosperity, and establish for itself "a habitation and a 
name." 
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Accordingly, it authorized their committee, consisting of 
Andrew Peirce, 3d, David R. Stevens and Joseph H. Srnith, 
to purchase the lot on Third Street of the Cocheco Manu- 
facturing Company, for $250, and chose a Building Com- 
mittee, Andrew Peirce, 3d, Joseph H. Smith and Horatio G. 
Tasker, and empowered them to commence the work as 
soon as a sufficient number of shareholders shall have been 
obtained. This work was accomplished and reported fin- 
ished at the annual meeting, Dec. 25, 1837. The house 
contained fifty pews, and cost about $2,800. In 1846 the 
Society, finding it inconvenient without a vestry for social 
and religious purposes, voted to build a vestry and at the 
same time enlarge their house by putting twenty feet in 
the middle, and chose the former Building Committee to 
execute the work, which was completed and given into the 
hands of the Society, December 25, 1847, ^^ their annual 
meeting, thirty-five years ago at your last annual meeting. 
Rev. T. J. Greenwood was then settled, and continued his 
pastorate for ten years. 

For a series of years the Society .continued to prosper, 
until war with all its dread realities deluged the land with 
blood, spreading .dismay and consternation throughout the 
country, prostrating business, and paralyzing the Society to 
such an extent that for awhile it scarcely seemed to breathe. 
Prior to this time, having purchased a majority of the 
pews, and then seeing but little prospect of perpetuating 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH. 1 3 

the Society under these unfavorable conditions, I conceived 
the idea of obtaining by gift, or purchase, the remainder of 
the pews, and presenting them to the Society, on condition 
that the purchase money— about 5^5,000 — resulting from 
the sale of the church, should be invested in the buildings 
and lot upon which this church now stands, for the erection 
of a new edifice at some future period, dedicated to the 
worship of the one true God, the Father of all mercies 
and the Saviour of all men. 

We can all rejoice to-day that our long deferred hopes 
are about to be realized, by the munificent donation of this 
beautiful temple for divine worship, from one of the noblest 
sons of Dover, whose love of truth and justice as found in 
liberal Christianity, whose deep reverence and affectionate 
remembrance for noble and honored parents, both com- 
bined, have inspired him to give emphasis and force to the 
divine command, "Honor thy father and thy mother," by 
building this neat and commodious church as a perpetual 
memorial of his love of truth, and his deep, tender and 
affectionate remembrance of those whose parental care and 
solicitude not only watched over his boyhood days, but 
stamped upon his being the impress of their own noble 
traits of character,' now so w^orthily illustrated in the son. 

But memory is busy in a retrospect of the past. Now 
how changed the aspect of the religious w^orld ! The little 
light that Murray shed more than a hundred years ago 
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among the fishermen of Gloucester, although no larger 
than a man's hand, is rapidly encircling the whole heavens. 
The gem of truth then rejected b^^ the builders, has become 
the head of the corner — justice and mercy are now har- 
monized and made beautiful in the acknowledged truth 
that "God worketh all things after the counsel of His own 
will." In the early struggles of the Society, the voices of. 
Whittemore and Ballou gave impetus to the truths that 
Murray taught, and with sledge-hammer arguments, de- 
molished the crude and cruel dogmas of the Calvinistic 
creed, as set forth in the doctrine of ''total depravity," 
"infant damnation," and that of " election and reprobation." 
Among the early advocates of the cause and of your Society 
were Shrigley and Hanscom, whose zealous and eloquent 
voices are now hushed in death ; the voices of their living 
associates now spared to us, Atkinson, Thomas Adams, 
and Thayer, were also often heard in your earlier history, 
illustrating, explaining, and enforcing the grand truths of 
the Gospel ; they now rejoice in the fruit of their labors, 
the triumph of truth over superstition, bigotry and error. 
Later on you are conversant with your own history. 
The labors of Williams, Francis, Greenwood, and Eaton, 
are remembered by most of you, and I doubt not are truly 
appreciated. After that a lethargic slumber for awhile 
rested upon you. The fold was broken, the shepherd dis- 
appeared, the sheep strayed away in strange pastures. But 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH. .15 

thanks to'a Divine Providence, its loving kindness has not 
forsaken you, its people. The fold has been restored, the 
shepherd has returned, the sheep will know his voice and 
will return to the fold, and your hearts will again rejoice in 
the prosperity and peace which are sure to follow in the 
path of truth and righteousness. 

I have now^ the extreme pleasure, as the authorized 
agent of Thomas W. Peirce, to present to this Society the 
Deed of this Memorial Church, devoted to the cause of 
liberal Christianity, as taught by the Universalist denom- 
ination in fellowship with your State Convention, and a 
perpetual memorial of his love, regard and tender affection 
for a father, whose manly presence and stern integrity 
honored every position which he occupied, — for a sainted 
mother, whose gentle spirit and loving heart shed a benign 
radiance in every station in which she moved, whether in 
the home circle, or as a ministering angel of peace among 
the destitute and suffering, as a devoted and faithful sister 
of charity. Let the memor)^ of their virtues ever mingle 
with the adoration and praise that shall ascend from this 
sacred altar. Then two grand objects will have been 
accomplished in this magnificent gift, the dissemination 
of the highest type of Christianity, and the perpetuation 
of those exalted virtues which so eminently adorned the 
lives of those in whose memory this temple of worship 
has been erected. 
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At his conclusion, Dr. Smith presented a deed of the 
church to the • Secretary of the Board of Trustees, Mr. 
Andrew Hall, who offered the following Resolution: — 

Whereas, The First Universalist Parish of Dover, N. H., 
having been so tenderly and munificently regarded by Mr. 
Thomas W. Peirce in presenting them with a commodious 
and beautiful church edifice in memory of his highly 
esteemed parents : — 

Resolved, That the recipients of this rich and significant 
gift tender their cordial thanks and devoutest gratitude to 
the noble donor for his generous bestowal, praying that 
it may be so used as to do large honor to the living, 
and keep in sacred remembrance the sainted ones whose 
name it bears. 
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ANTHEM. 



"SING ALLELUIA FORTH." 



' ING Alleluia forth, in duteous praise, 
O citizens of heaven, and sweetly raise 
An endless Alleluia! 

Ye next who stand before th' Eternal Light 
In hymning choirs re-echo to the height 
An endless Alleluia! 

The Holy City shall take up the strain, 
And with glad songs resounding, wake again 
An endless Alleluia! 



In blissful antiphons ye thus rejoice 
To render to the Lord with gladsome voice 
An endless Alleluia! 
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Ye who have gained at length your palms in bliss, 
Victorious ones, your chant shall still be this, 
An endless Alleluia! 

There in one loud acclaim forever ring 
The strains which tell the honor of your King, 
An endless Alleluia! 

* 

This is the rest for weary ones brought back, 
This is the food and drink which none shall lack. 
An endless Alleliria! 

While Thee for whom were all things made, we praise 
Forever, and tell out in sweetest lays, 
An endless Alleluia I 

All-loving Christ I to Thee our voices sing 
Glory for evermore. To Thee we bring 
An endless Alleluia! 
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SCRIPTURE READING. 



BY REV. W. R. G. MELLEN. 



UT will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold 
the heaven, and heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain Thee ; how much less this house that I have 
builded! Yet have Thou respect unto the prayer of Thy 
servant, and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken 
unto the cry and to the prayer, which Thy servant prayeth 
before Thee to-day : 

That Thine eyes may be open toward this house night 
and day, even toward the place of which Thou hast said, 
My name shall be there; that Thou mayest hearken unto 
the prayer which Thy servant shall make toward this 
place. And hearken Thou to the supplication of Thy 
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servant, and of Thy people Israel, when they shall pray 
toward this place: and hear Thou in heaven Thy dwell- 
ing-place: and when Thou hearest, forgive. 

Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 
that build it: except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain. 

Without purity of mind, to what end is the worship of God ? 
Though we roam the wilds, sanctity is not in them ; nor is it in 
the sky ; nor on the earth at the confluence of holy streams. The 
devout man by the gradual progress of his soul shall attain his 
desire. He who is converted into the pure mind knows the great 
secret. Convert thy body into a temple ; give up evil thoughts, 
and see God with thy internal eye. When we know Him we shall 
know ourselves. Let us adore the supremacy of that divine sun, 
the Deity, who illumines all, from whom all proceed, are renor 
vated, and to whom all must return ; whom we invoke to direct 
our minds aright in our progress toward His holy seat. 

Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? or whither shall I 
flee from Thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, Thou 
art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold Thou art there. 
If I take the wings of the mornings and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea; even there shall Thy hand lead me, 
and Thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the 
darkness shall cover me ; even the night shall be light about 
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me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from Thee; but the 
night shineth as the day : the darkness and. the light are 
both alike to Thee. 

The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such, to worship Him. God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship Him, must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth. 
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DEDICATORY PRAYER. 



BY 



REV. S. H. M'COLLESTER, D.D. 




GOD, who art the same now and forever, the 
highest and hoHest, we come to Thee, praising 
and thanking Thee most of all that Thou art, and 
that Thou hast revealed Thyself not only as the Almighty 
One, but as our Father who loves us better than it is possi- 
ble for us to love Thee, and who is more tender of us than 
the most affectionate mother of her child. We are glad 
that Thou didst so fashion human souls that they cannot be 
satisfied without worshiping Thee. So in the grove, the 
tent, the synagogue and temple, they have found their 
greatest delight in adoring the Most High, and lifting their 
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DEDICATORY PRAYER. 23 

hearts unto the Father of all spiritual life. So they still 
build churches and erect altars, that they may satisfy the 
deepest longings of their nature. We feel most grateful 
to Thee, Parent of all good, that Thou didst move Thy 
servant to build this commodious and beautiful edifice, as a 
memorial offering to Thee in the name of sainted parents. 
We bless Thee for this close relationship of hearts, for this 
lasting memory of. the translated, for this devoutest love of 
son for father and mother, for this expression of respect for 
one's nativity, for this regard for old friends, which have 
ca;lled forth this House of God in fairest proportions, to be 
dedicated at this hour in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

Accordingly, we crave Thy crowning benediction to rest 
upon it, that verily it may be a Memorial Church, a Sab- 
bath home, where Thy children shall assemble from Sunday 
to Sunday to worship Thee, O Lord, in the. beauty of 
holiness. 

Hither, tenderest One, may little children come and 
receive consecration of heart in the name of Him who took 
little children in His arms and blessed them. Hither may 
the young, who are just entering the green fields and walk- 
ing by the fresh waters of life and promise, be attracted by 
the calls of virtue and wisdom, and become so divinely 
helped that their characters shall blossom out into the 
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noblest manhood and purest womanhood. Here may the 
mature become so strengthened and panopHed in truth and 
righteousness that they will be ready to spend and be spent 
for God and humanity. And as the aged shall repair to 
this place, may they find that unfailing staff which will 
support the trembling step, and that glass of faith and 
trust which will restore to the dimmed eye the clearest 
vision, rendering their last experience upon tlie earth the 
brightest and happiest. 

So dwell in this house, O God, that, as plighted hearts 
shall approach this altar to become joined in marriage, they 
may be divinely assisted and made one in holiest purpose 
and life, going forth with hands and hearts united to divide 
human sorrows and multiply spiritual joys. 

So may Thy Spirit, O Lord, brood in this temple, that 
as the sorrowing shall follow the mortal of their departed 
here for burial service, or as the lonely and sad shall fre- 
quent these courts, they shall be led to the still waters and 
shall hear the sweet voice, bidding them "Be of good 
cheer," ''In my Father's house are many mansions," ''My 
peace I give unto you," ''As we have borne the image of 
the earthy, so we shall bear the image of the heavenly." 
Thus may the radiance from that other shore rest upon 
them, causing them to realize that their beloved who have 
fallen asleep in defith, are spiritually nearer God than ever 
before, 
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DEDICATORY PRAYER. 25 

So direct those, O Lord, who shall stand within these 
walls as Thy ambassadors, that they shall be imbued with 
the spirit of prophets, apostles, and the Divine Teacher, 
sowing no other seed than that of Christianity. May they 
fail not to encourage the good and restrain the evil; to 
declare the sure reward of all virtues and the certain 
punishment of all sins; and to teach all to seek religion 
not for the mere sake of gaining heaven or shunning 
hell, but for its own intrinsic worth, clearly showing that 
the highest Christian culture is enjoyed by those who 
do right because it is right. May they be earnest work- 
ers in behalf of temperance, education, philanthropy, and 
all true reforms, and always so live as to adorn the 
religion of our Lord and His Christ. 

O God, assist all who shall chant praises and sing songs 
of thanksgiving in this House of Thine, so their music 
shall be spiritual melody unto the Lord. 

And now, so dedicate this temple and abide in it, O 
God, that all who shall worship in it, shall feel Thy holy 
presence and be made glad and most grateful to him who 
has caused this comely House to stand in this city of his 
birth, and as a monument of filial love and sweetest memo- 
rv of the beloved in heaven. We beseech Thee, that this 
church, its Sunday school, conferences, and social meetings, 
shall all conduce to loving mercy, doing justly, and walking 
humbly before Thee, our Father in heaven. May all 
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thanksgivings and worship here ever be acceptable to 
Thee, and be deserving of this generous bequest and pre- 
cious heritage. Finally, may all souls worshiping here 
grow stronger and nobler for this world's varying good and 
ill, and become well fitted as life's day shall draw to its 
close, to enter that temple not made with mortal hands, 
wherein there will be meeting, recognition, and working of 
friends, giving praise and holiness evermore unto the Lord. 
Amen. 
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ORIGINAL DEDICATORY HYMN 



BY 



RKV. S. H. M'COLLESTER, D.D. 
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ET angels strike their harps of gold 

And sweetest anthems sing, 
As psalms and hymns were wont of old 
On Zion's hill to ring. 



For Lord, this House to-day in love 

We dedicate to Thee, 
That souls may here be led above, 

From sensual things set free. 

O God, our spirits now imbue 

With truest piety. 
And consecrate each shrine and pew 

To Thy divinity. 
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That youth and age who worship here, 

May walk the lustral way ; 
And all in grief, and all in fear, 

May sweetest homage pay. 

Then peace will dwell within thy walls, 
O House of God, most dear ! 

And hearts will heed and love thy calls, 
O Gate of Heaven, so near ! 
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SERMON. 



BY KEV, T. B. THAYER, D. D. 



' iN all ages from the beginning of the world, among 
I all nations and tribes of men, there has been a 
^^ belief in some kind of a God or gods; and some 
form of worship in acknowledgment of a divine govern- 
ment and providence. 

The rude huts of reeds and mud which the African 
negro raises as the consecrated dwelling of his ruder idol ; 
the sacred wigwam of the Indian, where the priest seeks by 
his wild incantations to get answer from the Great Spirit ; 
the vast and massive granite piles of Egypt; the magnifi- 
cent and costly temples of Greece and Rome, the Parthenon 
and the Pantheon ; Westminster Abbey, St. Peter's, the 
Cologne Cathedral, this beautiful and attractive Church of 
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yours, and all the churches and sacred structures through- 
out the land and the world, are so many witnesses to the 
truth of the statement, that jn all ages, at every stage of 
human growth and civilization, mankind have believed in a 
God, and in the reasonableness and fitness of worshiping 
Him. They are witnesses to the fact that man is religious 
by nature; that faith, trust, hope, reverence, worship are as 
natural as the eating which comes of hunger, or the sleep 
that comes of weariness ; as natural as the desire for knowl- 
edge or truth regarding the nature of things ; as natural as 
the love of offspring, or the domestic and social instincts. 

And from this it follows that there is a proper object of 
worship, that there is a God — unless nature, just here, 
violates the logical sequence and order which she observes 
so rigidly in all things else. The argument to this point 
is simple and direct : — 

Nature is never extravagant nor wasteful. She makes 
everything for use. If in her machinery you find one cog- 
wheel, you may be perfectly sure that there are two. Even 
if with utmost diligence of search you fail to find it, yet its 
mate exists somewhere. If fish are created, there is 
water certainly — the one necessitates the other. If, there- 
fore, the geologist in his explorations finds fossil fish in 
the Old Red Sandstone, for example, he is sure of this one 
thing — that there was a sea at that period in the earth's 
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history represented by this stone. The first fact involves 
the other just as plainly as one cog-wheel demands another. 

And this argument covers the entire ground of human 
life and experience. The ear is proof that there is some- 
thing to be heard. Or, in other words, if the atmosphere 
had not been so constructed as to be a medium of convey- 
ing sound, the ear would not have been made. The eye is 
proof that there is something to be seen ; the lungs that 
there is air. The heart is demonstrative of the fact that 
there is blood, or a circulating fluid of some sort. If any 
being, wholly unlike us in bodily structure, but capable of 
reasoning, and having the least knowledge of mechanical 
laws, should examine the heart, and note all its wonderful 
and delicate adjustments of parts, its force pumps, and 
valves, and leading hose, its veins and arteries, running 
throughout the system, he would say at once that it was 
made for circulating some kind of fluid ; and that, if there 
were no blood, no circulating fluid, it never would have 
been made — and this on the ground already named, that 
Nature creates everything for use, and would not have 
made the one without the other, since either without the 
other would be useless. 

Just as you would say, on examining one of our steam 
fire-engines, that it was made to throw water, and that, if 
there were no water, the machine was useless — so without 
blood the heart would be useless, 
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So, with equal force of conclusion, the innate religious 
element in man implies its object. The instinct of faith and 
worship, which expresses itself in temples and churches and 
rituals, is just as logical demonstration of the existence of a 
proper object of faith and worship, of God, as the heart is 
of blood, as the ear is that there is something to be heard, 
or the eye that there is something to be seen. I am just as 
sure that my soul was made for devotion and love and 
trust, and just as sure that there is a God for me to adore 
and love and trust, as 1 am that there was a sea in the 
early geological eras of our earth. The fossil fish proves 
the one, and the religious instinct proves the other with 
equal force of demonstration. 

Let me illustrate the thought in a familiar way. 1 do 
not propose any elaborate analysis of man's nature, nor a 
metaphysical discussion of his faculties ; but only a simple 
demonstration of the fact that there is something more of 
him than mere physical organization, something more than 
pure intellect, something more than the moral element — ^ 
that he possesses all these and a religious nature besides ; 
a spirit which unites and crowns and glorifies them all! 

For example: 1 look around upon the busy marts of 
trade, the thousand dwellings of the city and the country, 
the ships which sail to the ends of the earth, the vast 
manufactories which lift their many stories along the banks 
of our rivers, the far spreading fields of grain, orchards 






SERMON. 33 



loaded with fruit, vines clustered with the purple grape — 
and seeing these I know that man has a body which 
demands food and raiment and shelter — and here, side by 
side, I find the supply and the demand — they have met 
face to face. 

Again: I look. upon our noble school-houses, I walk 
among the classic shades of Harvard or Yale, I enter our 
numerous public libraries, and behold the shelves from 
floor to ceiling loaded with books ; and taking them down, 
I find them filled with the wisdom and the experience of 
the s^ges and saints of all ages and clirhes, and my mind is 
fed, enriched by this communion of thought. And as I 
ponder all this, I have the evidence that man has an intel- 
lect which must also be fed, and clothed, and adorned with 
knowledge and wisdom and power ; and here again I find 
the demand and the supply meeting. 

And now do you feel, my brothers, that we have cov- 
ered the whole ground of man's wants and needs? Have 
we gone to the utmost limit of human experience when we 
have provided for the physical and the intellectual necessi- 
ties? Are there hot times when our aspirations and desires 
and prayers lift above the intellect and its highest attain- 
ments? Is there not a hunger of the heart w^hich neither 
philosophy nor science, which no human wisdom nor learn- 
ing can satisfy? Have we not seen the sun go down upon 
our best hopes, and the clouds return again after the rain ? 
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Have we never known what it is to struggle with disease 
and bodily anguish, which baffled alike the skill of the 
physician and all the sweet ministries of affection, till 
something within us that was not reason nor logic, nor any 
force of the trained intellect, cried out instinctively to God 
for help? Have we never been bereaved, never seen our 
beloved die? Have we never ourselves stood front to front 
with death? 

Ah, yes ; we have all had some of these painful expe- 
riences, or they are waiting for us — and it is in these 
seasons of affliction and suffering, when the night gathers 
about us, and the great winds and rains come rushing 
through the darkness, that we realize that we have needs 
which are neither physical nor intellectual — and so 1 ad- 
vance another step in the demonstration: 

I see the tall church-spires lifting into the warm sun- 
light ; I hear the pleasant sound of Sunday bells making 
all the air tremulous with sweet music ; I see the people 
thronging to the places of prayer; 1 look in upon the 
crowd of little children in the Sunday School, with their 
smiling faces and happy hearts; I read the grand Psalms of 
praise out of the Bible, and the revelations of immortality 
from the glowing pages of the Gospels — and then 1 know 
that man has a spirit as welj as a body and intellect, a reli- 
gious nature which likewise must be fed and clothed and 
sheltered. And here too, as before, 1 find the supply ready 
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for the demand, the soul's hunger and the bread from 
heaven side by side. 

The school-house and the college and the library are no 
more conclusive argument that man has an intellectual 
nature, than the Church and its worship are that he has a 
religious nature. And the distinction between the food 
which answers the hunger of the soul, and the food which 
satisfies the wants of the intellect, is as sharply defined as 
the difference between the food of the intellect and the 
food of the body. 

You might as well offer the dying man bread or a fish, as 
to talk to him of the problems of geometry, or the discov- 
eries of chemistry, or the delights of literary pursuits. It 
is not the intellect now that cries for help, but the spirit ; 
and it is not poetry, nor history, nor philosophy that it 
pleads for in this great trial hour, but religion, the bread of 
eternal life, — not the knowledge of the world, but the 
knowledge of God; not the revelations of science, but the 
revelations of the Bible, of immortal life and blessedness. 

I do not undervalue literary culture. No man shall be 
before me in his admiration for the true philosopher, the 
man who loves wisdom for its own sake, and for the bless- 
ings which it helps him to bestow on his fellow men. No 
one can rejoice more than 1 do in the splendid triumphs of 
science on the earth and among the stars. But what I 
mean to say is that these are not religion, are no substitute 
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for religion. There is no knowledge, however vast, that 
can stand in the place of the knowledge of God ; no 
culture that can solve the mystery of life and death, or 
supply the want of the love, the serene peace, the child-like, 
sublime, unconquerable faith of the Christian, 

You have seen a sick child wearily moaning and fretting 
in the absence of its mother. One after another goes to its 
bedside to soothe and comfort it, but all in vain — nothing 
will do until the mother comes; and then, as she lays the 
little sufferer on her heart, and presses its lips to hers, the 
low moan ceases, a sweet expression of content spreads 
over the face of the dear child, and all is well. 

So the troubled spirit finds its rest in God alone. 
Weary with affliction, oppressed with the evils of the hour, 
taught of the vanity of all worldly knowledge, it turns 
towards the almighty Father, and finds courage and peace 
only in the assurance of His love, in the comforting promise 
that, folded in His arms, no real evil can come to it, neither 
in this world, nor in any world beyond this ; that all evil 
and sorrow and suffering shall sooner or later take on some 
form of blessing, and the creation itself at last be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God ! Tiiis, and only this, is of any avail 
in the day when we have to face the terrible problem 
of evil and suffering, and bow down in bereavement and 
death. 
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I know that there are those who tell us that all this 
is of little moment ; that it really matters little what 
a man believes, if only he lives rightly ; that it is not 
faith and prayer and religious culture that the world 
needs so much as honesty, truth, purity, charity and a 
high-toned morality. 

I cannot agree with this one-sided view of the subject. 
Morality is a part only of that of which religion is the 
whole. Our argument has shown that man is a compound, 
complex being, made up of distinct elements, each having 
its own laws and wants, demanding special obedience and 
attention. 

If honest dealing, and charity for the unfortunate, and 
a life free from vicious indulgence were an answer to all 
our wants, and satisfied all the aspirations and longings 
within us, then this talk about a moral life might be in 
place, and this feeble philosophy bear off the argument. 
But it is not so. There are questions of the soul which 
no moralist, no ethical philosopher ever answered. There 
is a hunger of the heart which the most moral life on 
earth never satisfied. 

Who built up this universe which lies about us here 
to-day in all its beauty and beneficence? Whose words are 
these written in this Bible, living and quickening words of 
salvation ? Who made you and me, and sent us into this 
world? and why did He send us here? and what does He 
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mean to do with us when He takes us out of this world ? 
Is He the God of human creeds, or the loving Father of the 
Sermon on the Mount ? Does morality, even of the highest 
type, furnish satisfaction to these inquiries? 

And what is this within us, of which I have been speak- 
ing, which is not flesh, nor blood, nor nerves; which thinks, 
and reasons, and wills ; which is here now, and in the 
twinkling of an eye flashes beyond the stars? What is this 
thing that you call death, which shuts the eye, and closes 
the ear, and stops the beating, of the heart, and crumbles 
this frail body into the dust? And if I die, shall 1 live 
again? Has any moralist or sage, ancient or modern, 
solved this problem? And the precious, the beloved, who 
have given to life so much of its worth and blessedness — 
they are dead — we shall see them no more on earth. O, 
shall we see them again beyond death in some brighter, 
happier realm? or has the grave swallowed them up in all 
their beauty and their love and their truth, as it will by and 
by swallow up you, and me, and all of us, and there is the 
end ? 

Now, I affirm that these questions, so full sometimes 
of the most agonizing interest, are not answered by a 
moral life, nor by the moral nature at all, however per- 
fect our obedience to its laws and obligations. It is 
religion, it is revelation only that answers these foremost 
questions of all. 
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And you know what I mean by religion — not the creeds 
of the churches, but the Christianity of Christ, the reUgion 
of the Sermon on the Mount, the revelation of the great 
doctrines of the Divine Fatherhood, of Human Brother- 
hood, and of the blessed truth that evil is transient and 
good only is triumphant and immortal. These are the 
teachings of Christ, the soul and body and life of the 
Gospel, the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth. This is our Faith ; and in it we find inspiration 
and courage, reasons for gratitude and trust, strength in 
our weakness, patience and peace in affliction, resistance in 
temptation, and victory over death and the grave. 

The central truth of our theology is that God is our 
Father y in all the wealth and tenderness of that name; the 
Father of the spirits of all flesh — and that nothing can 
separate us from His love, '' neither angels nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor life, nor death, nor things present, nor 
things to come.'' He will never let us go finally without a 
blessing. He will follow us in this world and in all worlds 
beyond this, until we shall at last return to obedience. He 
is a wise Father, as well as tender, and He will not let us 
drift on to hopeless wreck and ruin without putting forth a 
strong hand to deliver us. And, if necessary to this. He 
will pass us through the fiery furnace of His judgments ; 
but even this in love, that He may separate the pure gold 
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of the spirit from the earthly dross, 'and prepare it anew for 
His own image and superscription. 

This, my brothers, is what you and I understand by the 
word ReHgion, as expressive of the relations of God to 
man. This is the Gospel of Christ, the glad tidings of 
great joy which shall be unto all people. These are the 
truths which are in my thought, when I say that it is Reli- 
gion only, that answers the questions which the soul asks 
when it faces the solemn and painful problems of evil, and 
suffering, and death. It is this Religion which walks wqth 
us, and supports us, as we pass down into " the pale realms 
of shade " ; and when Morality with faltering speech con- 
fesses, as she does at the grave,- that for her there is no 

light beyond ; when Philosophy stands silent in the dark- 

> 

ness, and the faint taper of Science goes out amid the 
damps and mists that lie along the River of Death — then 
it is that this Revelation kindles her beacon fires all along 
the valley of shadows, and lights us on to God and immor- 
tality. 

And now, Christian friends and fellow believers, if 1 
have rightly apprehended the doings of this occasion, you 
have dedicated this Church to the promulgation of these 
inspired and inspiring doctrines — this Church of God, built 
in His name and for His worship, the munificent gift of a 
generous heart, as a Memorial to his venerable and beloved 
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parents — the Hon. Andrew Peirce, and Betsey Went- 
WORTH, his wife — who, fifty years ago, w^ere among the 
first to put their hands to the work of estabHshing a 
UniversaHst ministry in this town. The seed they sowed 
here has ripened into this bountiful harvest! All honor 
to the father and mother; all honor to their son, who 
uses his wealth in this wise, and noble, and beneficent 
way. 

See to it, my friends, that you make of this gift all that 
the giver intended. Remember that these doctrines which 
we have been considering, the preaching, the praises and 
prayers — in one word, the worship of this sanctuary, is only 
a means to an end, and that end is the present salvation 
of your souls. 

If others . seek only for a salvation from pains and 
penalties in the future world, you strive diligently to be 
saved in this world from that which brings pains and 
penalties; from the bondage of passion and appetite; 
from envy, hatred, malice and all uncharitableness ; from 
all that is mean and vile and selfish and wicked, and 
from all that is unworthy of those who claim God for a 
Father. 

If others are content to go to heaven after they are 
dead, you strive earnestly and unceasingly to make a 
heaven within and all around you, while you are still 
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on earth, by the Christian sweetness and grace, the beauty 
and beneficence of your living; and thus show to all 
men that the salvation of Christ is not safety nor shelter, 
but the transfiguration of the soul — that it is with open 
vision to " behold the glory of the Lord, and to be changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord/' 

Having said this much, I hardly need to warn you 
against what seems'to me a too common mistake. You of 
course will not for a moment, 1 trust, imagine that this 
house has been builded for God's sake; and that by coming 
here on Sundays to worship you confer any special favor on 
Him. Remember always, and deeply feel, that it is for 
your Own sake, and that the favor is all on your side. God 
can well spare your offerings, and will not suffer by any 
neglect of yours. But you will suffer ^ you will be the losers 
by any neglect or indifference. God can do without you, 
but you cannot do without Him. 

His word, His truth, His worship, His Son, His Holy 
Spirit, are your life and your salvation; and every Sab- 
bath which shall be spent here in devout worship, in fer- 
vent prayer and praise, in growth in divine knowledge, 
and in the love of God, is one more step toward this 
salvation. 

Make this church, then, practically and truly the House 
of God. Come here to learn His will, and then go out 
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from here to do it. Come here to learn His truth, and 
then go forth into the world to honor it by earnest, loving, 
Christian lives. Come here on Sundays to express your 
gratitude to God for His constant and patient love to you ; 
and then, amid all the temptations, and trials, and duties of 
the week, show that you are stronger, braver, better for 
this blessed communion. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER. 



CHANTED BY THE CHOIR. 
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UR FATHER which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil : 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen. 
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ADDRESS TO THE SOCIETY. 



BY REV. GEO. H. EMERSON, D.D. 



S 1 look upon this large assembly, crowding 
pews, aisles and vestibules to the sidewalks, 
am I to assume that I am addressing " the 
parish ? " If so. Dr. Smith, whom I see before me, must 
notify our munificent friend, Mr. Peirce, that another, or 
a much larger, edifice is already needed! If, however, I 
am to remember that the larger number of this crowded 
auditory are citizens of Dover, here to look upon our 
absent friend's gift of filial tenderness, and to show, it 
may be, something of sympathy for the Christian work 
that begins with this dedicatory service, I shall, while 
speaking to all, have special reference to the smaller 
number of brothers and sisters, who, in accepting this 
gracious gift, also assume a responsible trust, and 
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themselves to work together as a Christian people for the 
upbuilding of God's kingdom upon earth. 

I am specially addressing the Universalist parish of 
this city. Did I not regard Universalism as the highest 
interpretation of Christianity, my standing in this pres- 
ence to perform the specific duty assigned me, would 
be an act of profound insincerity. I am anxious, how- 
ever, to be understood and believed, when I add that 
many years of experience and of study have convinced 
me that no sect has attained unto a complete conception 
of the perfect truth and wisdom which are in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

Equally sure I am that no sect has a monopoly of 
the truths which a sinful and suffering world so greatly 
needs. In my youth I may perhaps have thought, not 
only that Universalism is all right, but that every other 
form of faith is all wrong. I have outgrown that 
sectarian conceit. All the denominations have each a 
measure of gospel truth, each in a way peculiar, it may 
be, doing the Lord^s work. My preference is — I should 
be a hypocrite did I not prefer — that you be earnest 
Christian Universalists ; but if you cannot see the way 
of truth and opportunity in that particular way, I am 
glad to know that you can be Congregationalists, Bap- 
tists, or Methodists. There is work for us all. I am 
here because I believe that Universalists have a special 
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work, and that for this work a munificent gift has now 
opened a door in this enterprising city. But this work 
is constructive, not destructive ; it is not the destroying 
of other churches, but the building and extending of one 
specially dear to us, as affirming and emphasizing a 
Father's love and a Saviour's complete victory in the 
final redemption from sin of all the children of God. 

Many years ago, in an age that was specially contro- 
versial, when it cost reputation and social position to 
take the name of Universalist, there seemed to be urgency 
in the spontaneous zeal which simply proclaimed the glad 
tidings of a world's salvation from sin and pain. Then 
we had, in no small proportion, what were simply 
*' preaching stations." The times have greatly changed. 
Controversy has lost much of its edge. Universalists are 
far less on the defence. Their work is more affirmative. 
Instead of stations for preaching, the demand is impera- 
tive that we establish churches for Christian worship 
and work. 

Had I for but one moment Demosthenes' eloquence 
and the Apostolic unction, I would so use the gifts as 
to burn into the blood, fibre, and soul of every person 
connected with this parish, the truth that Mr. Peirce's 
princely offering is God's call to you to establish here, 
not a club, a lyceum, or an organization for mere enter- 
tainment, but a Christian parish and church. There may 
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and should be social pleasure here ; there may and . 
should be the teaching of wisdom, the imparting of 
knowledge here ; there may and should be entertainment 
the most unalloyed : but in every instance the social charm, 
the knowledge gained, the pleasure enjoyed, should be, 
— must be, — only incidents, accessories, helps. The end 
and aim is a Christian parish for the better doing of 
Christ's work. 

I urge these things in an address to you as a parish 
because they are things which can be made real only by 
your co-operation. Your simple belief in them, and 
approval of theni, weigh nothing without your active, 
personal, and consecrated participation. The minister's 
duties are specific and most important, but they are not 
substitutes for the duties of the people to whom he 
preaches. Not alone the mind, heart, and sympathy of 
the parishioner, but his hand also — his energetic personal 
activity, are inflexible conditions of parish growth and 
church prosperity. I ask you then to be constant and 
attentive hearers of the word, and just and generous 
supporters ; but I ask you to do the other and different 
thing, to take hold with the pastor, and under his lead, 
engage in the needful work of true church life. 

Years ago, I heard from the lips of my friend, who 
is present to participate in this service of consecration, 
— the Rev. Mr. Mellen, — the remark, ''Man is not a 
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body having a soul, but a soul having for this world a 
body." In that utterance the core of this whole Chris- 
tian enterprise was touched. 

The difference between man as essentially spirit, 
and man as essentially body, is absolute ; I may rather 
say, infinite. Christianity is rooted in the principle that 
we are souls simply furnished for the exigencies of this 
earthly life with a material environment, with a bodily 
apparatus or organs. The mere conception of a Christian 
' church has that great truth — for such I assume it to be 
— as its base of plan, purpose and endeavor. A Christian 
organization, whether formally a church or a parish, is 
simply a method for the unfolding of man's life as a soul. 
This includes as accessories, but only as accessories, very 
much that is physical, that is social, that is intellectual; 
but it is soul work for the soul's good. 

In accepting this gem of architectural beauty, this 
costly tribute of filial affection^ to the memory of a sainted 
father and mother, rfiis hallowed and hallowing offering 
by a son, now blessed with fortune, in commemoration of 
toil and sacrifice, of zeal and devotion in that earlier 
day when only heroes and heroines could avow them- 
selves believers in a gospel which bringeth salvation to 
all the children of God, — in accepting this gift, there 
is a pledge to fidelity in the work which our munificent 
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friend, far away in body, but, I doubt not, present in 
spirit, has made practicable. 

An indication of your readiness to improve the great 
opportunity, and of your discretion in pledging a principal 
means to the end, promptly appears in your calling to 
the pulpit and parish, a preacher and pastor, on his 
simple record. Dr. McCollester is in the pulpit, and 
near me. Though his presence is somewhat embarrass- 
ing, I will not keep back what I said to others in a 
very different place. I said then, '* The Dover people 
have called Dr. McCollester. I am relieved of all anxiety. 
That call means work. It means success ! " In asking 
you to co-operate with the pastor, I will kindly forewarn 
you that it will be a waste of time on your part to 
oppose him, or to ever think of thwarting him ! Make 
up your minds to work with him, for he always has his 
own way. Only, if you look at him through the strongest 
magnifying glass, you will not see, or suspect, how he 
heads you off, or hedges you in ! 

I very well know that human nature, when it is 
abruptly and palpably opposed, is a very obstinate thing. 
Had I any pet scheme which I desired to force upon 
a people, whether they liked it or not, I hardly know 
where I should go to try the experiment. But I know 
where I should not go. I should keep out of New * 
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Hampshire! Frankly, let me say it: You people up here 
among these hills have the reputation of being hard ''to 
drive!" Candidly, I will add, that I like you all the 
better for it. You will see nothing of the "drive" in 
my friend, your pastor. But he has a genius for having 
his own way, while his people fondly imagine that all 
the while they are doing what most pleases them ! I am 
no prophet ; but it needs no prophet's gift to foresee that 
blessed victory in this parish enterprise is organized in 
advance. 

Returning from our recent General Convention, held 
in Philadelphia, I accidentally made the acquaintance of 
Thomas Peirce among the passengers of the steamer 
*' Bristol," on Long Island Sound. In a ten minutes' 
interview, the impression was indelible that a man of 
energ>^ and resolution was before me. In the name of 
our whole church, I humbly, though unofficially, thanked 
him for what his filial heart has prompted him to do 
in the city of Dover. I think I did not misinterpret his 
tone and manner as I detected therein that the gratitude 
which will be most welcome to him will be that of a 
wise, persistent, and faithful use of the opportunity which 
his munificence has put into your hands. 

'My closing word is that of gratitude and exhortation. 
In the growth, stability, and Christian success of this 
parish enterprise, which I am confident all the indications 
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predict, I mingle congratulations to the donor with those 
I address to the parish and pastor, on this more than 
happy, this jubilant occasion. The Lord bless him and 
bless you, and bless the pastor, and bless this entire 
community, in the making efficient this wonderful oppor- 
tunity and divine call to make promulgation of the Father s 
love to all, — to sinner not less than to saint, — and to do 
His work in making divine the kingdoms of this world. 
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BY REV. S. H, M'COLLESTER, D.D. 



\ jREATOR, Father, Life of all, 

We crave Thy love and blessing still. 

5 To crown this work, donor and all 
Who freely share his glad good will. 

The joys and hopes this day hath brought. 
Will gladness shed o'er coming days, 

If Thine own hand shall lead us on, 
And guide our steps in wisdom's ways. 



Dismiss us, Father, from this place. 
Attending us in storm and calm ; 

And holding all in Thy embrace, 

Till safe in heaven, redeemed from harm. 



BENEDICTION. 



SOW, O God, lead us by Thy own hand, and fill 
us with Thy own Spirit, that we may be truly 
grateful for this consecrated church, blessing 
Thee and Thine, evermore. Amen. 
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DEED OF TRUST. 



To ALL to whom these presents shall come, Thomas W. Peirce, 
of Topsfield, in the County of Essex and Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, merchant, greeting : 



Whereas I, the said Thomas W. Peirce, have at my own cost 
and charges, erected upon a certain parcel of land belonging to 
me, and hereinafter described and conveyed, a house for the public 
worship of God, according to the usages, discipline and govern- 
Tnent of the UniversaUsts in the State of New Hampshire, such 
house to be dedicated to said purposes by the name of the Peirce 
Memorial Church, and I am desirous of vesting Chat said parcel 
of land, and the said house of worship, in the First Universalist 
Society of Dover, a Corporation established by the laws of New 
Hampshire, and located at Dover, in the County of Strafford and 
State of New Hampshire, in the manner and upon the trusts 
lie rein after expressed : 
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Know ye, therefore, that I, the said Thomas W. Peirce, do 
hereby freely and voluntarily, and without any valuable considera- 
tion, remise, release, and forever quitclaim unto the said First 
Universalist Society of Dover, all that parcel of land, with the 
said Peirce Memorial Church thereon standing, situate in the said 
Dover, on the easterly side of Franklin Street, and bounded 
northerly by Franklin Court, easterly by land of George G. 
Lowell, southerly by Hurd Street, and westerly by Franklin 
Street. 

To have and to hold the premises hereby conveyed, and all the 
privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, unto and to the 
use of the said First Universalist Society, and its successors and 
assigns. Upon trust to appropriate and devote the said Peirce 
Memorial Church and the said premises, to the public worship and 
service of God, according to the usages, discipline, and govern- 
ment of Universalists, as authorized and declared for the time 
being by the New Hampshire Universalist State Convention, a 
body corporate, established under the laws of the State of New 
Hampshire. It being my intention that the said Peirce Memorial 
Church shall forever be and remain exclusively a temple for 
religious worship, and especially that it shall not under any 
circumstances be a theatre of political discussion and propagan- 
dism. Provided, always, that the control and management of the 
said Peirce Memorial Church, and of the said premises shall be 
vested in and exercised by the said First Universalist Society of 
Dover and its successors. 

And in case the said First Universalist Society of Dover shall 
for the period of two consecutive years fail to maintain stated and 
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regular preaching on th6 Lord's day, in the said Peirce Meriiorial 
Church, by a minister in fellowship with the said New Hampshire 
Universalist State Convention, or fail to maintain the said Church 
and to replace the same in case of its destruction by fire or other- 
wise, or shall have ceased for a like period of time to continue 
and be in such fellowship, then upon trust, to convey the said 
Peirce Memorial Church and. the said premises unto and to the 
use of the said New Hampshire Universalist State Convention 
and its successors, upon the trusts and for the intents and pur- 
poses and under and subject to the powers, provisoes, and declar- 
ations hereinbefore expressed ai;id declared of and concerning the 
said Peirce Memorial Church and the said premises. 

Provided^ always, that said Church edifice shall be kept insured, 
and that it shall not be lawful for the said Society or the said 
Convention, or .the successors of either of them, to mortgage or 
otherwise to encumber or to sell the said premises or any part 
thereof. Provided always, that in case that said New Hampshire 
Universalist State Conventioji shall refuse or neglect to enforce or 
to accept such conveyance to it in the event above mentioned, or 
shall for the period of two consecutive years after such convey- 
ance to it, fail to maintain stated and regular preaching on the 
Lord's day in the said Peirce Memorial Church, by a minister in 
fellowship with the said Convention, or fail to maintain the said 
Church, and to replace the same in case of its destruction by fire 
or otherwise : then, and in either of such cases, it shall be lawful 
for me, the said Thomas W. Peirce, or my heirs, into or upon the 
said premises or any part thereof, in the name of the whole, to 
enter and the same to repossess as of my or their former estate. 
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In witness whereof,. I, the said Thomas W. Peirce, (having no 
wife,) have hereunto set my hand and seal the twenty-seventh day 
of November, A. D. eighteen hundred and eighty-two. 

The words "that said Church edifice shall be kept insured 

and " interlined. 

T. W. PEIRCE. [Seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of us. 
Chas. Babbidge. 
R. S. Spofford. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts,^ 

/ s. s 
County of Suffolk, City of Boston. ) 

On this twenty-seventh day of November, A. D. 1882, before 
me, Joseph B. Braman, a Commissioner of the State of New 
Hampshire, to take the acknowledgment of Deeds, etc., residing 
at said City of Boston, personally appeared the above named 
Thomas W. Peirce, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument 
by him subscribed to be his voluntary act and deed. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
my official seal as Commissioner of the State of New Hampshire 
as aforesaid, at my office. No. 5 Court Street, in the City of 
Boston, County of Suffolk and State of Massachusetts aforesaid, 
this twenty-seventh day of November, A. D. 1882. 

[Seal] Joseph B. Braman, 

Commissioner of New Hampshire in Massachusetts. 

A true copy of the Deed. 

Attesty Joseph B. Braman. 
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